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applauded the invectives hurled from all sides at the
unfortunate ministers, the result of the division (Octo-
ber 19) disappointed their assailants, who found them-
selves in a minority of 340 to 403. Many moderate
members of the Left had not voted, or had deserted
their party. The manifest injustice of holding the
ministers responsible, when all means of action were
denied them, the contempt poured on them by the
Right, which was at least a proof that they were not
the accomplices of the reactionists, the doubt whether
their successors would be more capable, and the fear
that they might be more dangerous, unwillingness to
inflict a last humiliation upon the already too powerless
monarch, such were among the motives which deter-
mined many.

Mirabeau's disappointment was extreme. He had
urged upon the king the dismissal of the ministry,
and that every attempt should be made to obtain the
admission of members of the Assembly to office. The
Court had done nothing. He had attempted to force the
king's hand by the action of the committees. He had
failed, and for once his political foresight appeared at
fault. He had not spoken during the debate in the
Assembly, but he gave vent to his feelings in a fiery
harangue at a meeting of the Jacobins; and if he
did not suggest, he at least did nothing to prevent
the abandonment by the committees of every effective
attempt to curb the licence of the municipality of Brest,
" whose errors after all only arose from an excess of that
patriotism which it would be ill-advised to discourage,
when their recent victory had very probably changed
the ministers from timid enemies into audacious tyrants."